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For  thousands  of  years,  people  have  been 
building  bridges.  From  the  early  stone  arches  of 
medieval  times  to  the  stronger,  lighter  concrete  and 
steel  structures  built  today,  bridges  enable  us  to  cross 
waterways,  connect  cities,  improve  transportation 
and  enhance  our  skylines  with  their  graceful  curves 
and  perfectly  angled  lines. 

For  all  their  splendor,  have  you  ever  wondered 
how  bridges  are  built?  Before  construction  begins, 
highly-skilled  professionals,  called  “engineers,”  must 
“design”  a  bridge,  using  math  and  science  to  measure 
strength  and  force.  Then  they  determine  what  type 
of  bridge  to  build  and  what  kinds  of  materials  to 
use.  Once  construction  begins,  it  can  take  years  to 
complete. 


build.  This  majestic  “suspension"  bridge  opened  in 
1937,  spanning  4,200  feet  across  the  waters  that 
connect  the  Pacific  Ocean  with  the  San  Francisco 
Bay. 

Here  in  Illinois,  the  Clark  Bridge,  connecting 
Illinois  and  Missouri  across  the  mighty  Mississippi 
near  Alton,  made  history  in  1994  as  one  of  only 
three  “cable-stayed”  bridges  in  the  world.  This 
modern-day  design  uses  two  1,360  ft.-long  sloping 
cable  stays  attached  to  single  pylons  to  support  the 
4,620  ft.-long  bridge  (see  photo).  Designed  by  Hanson 
Engineers,  Inc.  of  Springfield,  this  bridge  also  took 
about  four  years  to  complete  and  has  become  a 
source  of  pride  and  commerce  for  the  communities 
that  surround  it. 


One  of  America’s  most  famous  bridges,  the 
Golden  Gate  in  San  Francisco,  took  four  years  to 


To  learn  more  about  bridges,  check  out  these  great 
books  at  your  local  library: 


Make  it  Work!  Building 
by  Andrew  Haslam 
Two-Can  Publishing,  1991 
Make  a  model 
suspension  bridge! 


The  Golden  Gate  Bridge 

by  Craig  A.  and 
Katherine  M.  Doherty 
Blackbirch  Press,  1994 

An  American  Dream 


America  's  Top  10  Bridges 

by  Edward  Ricciuti 
Blackbirch  Press,  1998 

Great  bridges 
in  a  great  country! 


come  true. 
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Richard  Peck  talks  about  his 

readers  and  the  “power  of  books” 

Richard  Peck  is  an  author  with  a  firm  belief  in  the  “power  of  books.” 
For  more  than  20  years,  this  native  of  Decatur,  Illinois,  has  explored  the 
deepest  emotions  and  real-life  situations  of  young  people.  In  the 
process,  he  has  taken  his  readers  on  exciting  journeys  to  real  places 
like  the  local  shopping  mall  as  well  as  the  “virtual"  setting  of 
cyberspace. 

From  his  popular  ghost  story  series  featuring  the  supernatural 
adventures  of  a  young  girl  named  Blossom  Culp,  set  in  the  early 
1900s,  to  the  futuristic  The  Great  Interactive  Dream  Machine  and  Lost 
in  Cyberspace,  Peck's  books  have  long  captured  the  interest  of 
preteens,  teenagers  and  young  adults  alike. 

Several  of  Peck's  books  have  been  made  into  films.  In  the 
made-for-TV  movie  based  on  his  1979  novel.  Father  Figure,  Timo¬ 
thy  Hutton  plays  a  young  boy  who  struggles  to  accept  his  father 
after  being  absent  from  his  life  for  several  years.  Disney  studios 
reinforced  the  timeless  appeal  of  Peck's  stories  with  films  made  from 
titles  like  The  Ghost  Belonged  to  Me. 


Richs 

becon 


\DJ.3  UJiJAirFil! 


RICHARD  PECK 


10* 


Richa 


While  the  movie  versions  of  his  books  have  brought  Peck  much 
fame  and  attention,  it  is  his  READERS  for  whom  he  writes.  “As  an 
author,  my  readers  have  to  be  the  most  important  people  in  my  life.” 

As  a  child.  Peck’s  parents  read  to  him  often.  And  even  as  a  young 
boy  he  knew  he  wanted  to  some  day  become  a  writer  in  New  York. 

“I  was  not  going  to  settle  for  anything  less."  He  first  became  a  teacher, 
but  after  12  years  he  quit  and  began  writing.  Settling  into  the  life  of 
a  writer.  Peck  is  fueled  by  all  he  learned  from  his  students.  He  still 
occasionally  visits  high  school  classrooms  to  speak  to  students  about 
reading  and  writing,  often  taking  notes  to  use  in  his  next  novel.  He 
listens  carefully,  knowing  that  his  characters  must  speak  in  other 
voices  than  his  own. 


PECK  PICKS 


Voices  After  Midnight 

Yearling,  1997 

Lost  in  Cyberspace 

Dial,  1995 
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at  your 
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or  public 
library: 


Blossom  Culp  and 
the  Sleep  of  Death 

Dell,  1994 

Secrets  of  the 
Shopping  Mall 

Dell,  1991 
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Visit  www.ala.org/bbooks/ 

for  more  information  about 
becoming  a  writer. 


Peck  was  New  York  state's 
1997  Author  of  the  Year  and 
was  honored  with  the  Edgar 
Allen  Poe  Award  from  the 
Mystery  Writers  of  America. 
Last  October,  he  was  a  featured 
author  at  the  State  Library’s 
Illinois  Authors  Book  Lair  in 
Springfield.  He  says  that  al¬ 
though  he  appreciates  all  those 
awards  and  honors,  it  is  the 
letters  he  receives  from  his 
young  readers  that  mean  the 
most  to  him.  He  has  a  great 
deal  of  respect  for  his  readers— 
many  of  whom  are  just  reach¬ 
ing  middle  school— and  has 
published  nearly  30  novels  bring¬ 
ing  to  life  the  emotions,  growing 
pains  and  voices  of  youth. 

After  more  than  two  decades 
of  creating  characters  and  “getting 
inside  his  readers’  minds,”  he  has 
found  that  they  may  not  always 
need  a  happy  ending,  yet  —  even 
in  sadness  and  tragedy  —  they  do 
need  HOPE.  “Young  people  have 
a  strong  need  for  heroes/'  says 
Peek.  “I  want  them  to  be  the 
heroes  of  their  own  lives  — 
that’s  what  I  believe  in.” 


The  one-  to  two-inch-long  Periodic  Cicada  is  a  four-winged, 
greenish  insect,  marked  with  red  and  black ,  sporting  a  blunt  head, 
prominent  compound  eyes  and  a  six-part  abdomen. 


What’s  all  the  about? 

On  a  warm,  lazy  evening  this  summer, 
taking  that  last  cool  bite  of  popsicle,  you  may 
begin  hearing  a  constant  buzzing  in  your  ears. 
If  it’s  not  your  neighbor’s  lawn  mower — or 
your  little  sister’s  virtual  pet — it’s  most  likely 
the  droning  noise  of  a  swarm  of  male 
CICADAS 

The  seemingly  endless  hum  marks  the  cli¬ 
max  of  the  Cicada’s  remarkable  life  cycle,  which 
began  13  to  17  years  ago  when  newly-hatched 
wormlike  NYMPHS  dropped  from  tree 
branches  and  burrowed  underground  to  feed 
on  plant  and  tree  roots.  In  late  spring,  after 
more  than  a  decade  in  the  dark,  the  PUPAE 
emerge  from  their  subterranean  home  to  con¬ 
tinue  their  magnificent  metamorphosis. 

Just  before  sunset  on  a  sultry  June  day, 
the  final  transformation  begins.  Hordes  of 
these  grayish,  soft  pupae  relocate  to  plant  stalks 
and  tree  branches.  Their  bodies  harden — 
shedding  their  ghostly  skin  and  exposing 
transparent  wings — and  begin  their  chorus  of 
synchronized  buzzing. 

An  adult  Cicada’s  brief  life-span  is  a 
rushed  career  to  mate  and  lay  rows  of  tiny  eggs 
on  tree  branches.  In  four  to  six  weeks  the  adults 
die,  and  the  new  LARVAE  begin  another  cycle. 

Last  year,  the  Iowa  brood  of  Cicadas  com¬ 
pleted  its  17-year  cycle,  filling  our  summer  air 
with  that  distinctive  droning.  This  year  marks 
the  end  of  the  Great  Southern  Brood’s  1 3-year 
cycle,  which  signals  another  bumper  crop  of 
these  buzzing  bugs  in  the  woods  and  prairies 
of  central  and  southern  Illinois. 

To  learn  more  about  these  interesting  in¬ 
sects,  visit  your  school  or  public  library. 

Checkout:  Who’s  Bugging  You 

by  Charles  Reasoner;  Price,  Stern,  Sloan,  1997 


Where  great  ideas 
come  to  life... 


The  State  Library  in  Springfield  and  the 
Chicago  Public  Library  are  two  of  the  nation’s  83 
U.S.  Patent  and  Trademark  Depository  Libraries, 
where  you  can  find  a  treasure  chest  full  of  nifty 
inventions  dating  back  as  far  as  the  late  1700s.  The 
depositories  house  state-of-the-art  information  on 
inventions  and  trademarks  —  including  detailed 
descriptions  and  drawings  —  that  inventors, 
scientists,  students,  patent  attorneys,  marketing 
researchers,  engineers  and  artists  use  for  learning 
about  patents,  trademarks  and  copyrights  or  to  find 
ideas  for  their  next  inventions. 

Got  a  great  invention?  Visit  or  call  one  of 
the  patent  depositories  to  see  if  someone  else  has 
already  thought  of  it  and  learn  what  you  can  do  to 
protect  your  special  creation.  Once  you  obtain  a 
patent  or  trademark,  no  one  else  can  claim  to  be  its 


Guess  What?  These  drawings  are  of 

a  new  invention  that  was  awarded  patent  number 
Des.386,544  by  the  US.  Patent  Office  on  Nov.  18, 1997. 

Can  you  guess  what  is  it  is? 

(j^pojjuoa  autei?  jajnduioa  uaMSuy) 

inventor!  Contact  the  Illinois  State  Library's  Patent 
and  Trademark  Depository,  300  S.  2nd  Street, 
Springfield,  217-782-5639,  or  the  Chicago  Public 
Library’s  Patent  and  Trademark  Depository,  312- 
747-4450. 

Click  to:  http://kidscience.miningco.com 
Go  to  “Careers,’’  then  "What  Makes  an  Inventor.” 
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A  tktiuj  that  is  cool 
When  1 get  out  of  school, 
Is  to  talceyOybig  Leap 
amljump  til  the pool. 


They  summer  is  neat 
With  sunshine  and  heat 
Yon  can  run,  jump  ami  play 
In  your  scjuiggly  bare feet. 


Still,  when  summer  is  through 
And  n  season  is  new- 
going  baric  to  school 
is  ay  run  thina  to  do! 


Answers  to  the  Fall  1997 

Quest  Battle  of  the  Minds  quizzers: 

1.  What  curious  fact  links  the  pecan  nut  and  Illinois? 

A.  The  first  pecan  was  discovered  in  Illinois.  ( The  Book  of  Trees 
by  William  Grimm)  2.  Which  Illinois  town  is  nicknamed 
the  Purple  Martin  Capital  of  the  Nation?"  D.  Griggsville. 

(  What  You  Should  Know  About  the  Purple  Martin  by  J.  L.  Wade) 

3.  Before  the  Mormons  took  their  exodus  from  Illinois 
in  1846,  from  which  state  did  they  come  seeking  refuge? 
C.  Missouri.  (Nauvoo  Kingdom  on  the  Mississippi  by  Robert 
Flanders.)  4.  In  the  early  days  of  the  automobile,  why  was 
a  famous  route  leading  from  Chicago  called  the  Black 
&  Yellow  Trail?  B.  The  route  eventually  led  motorists  to  the 
Black  Hills  and  Yellowstone  National  Park.  [Automobile  Blue 
Book,  1921) 


You  can  be  published  in  the  next 
Quest.  Send  us  your  original  poetry, 
stories  or  book  reviews.  We  also  are 
looking  for  some  cool  kids  to  feature  in  our  "Awesome  Kids 
Club."  Do  you  have  a  special  talent?  Cool  hobby?  Won  any 
special  awards?  Send  us  a  short  essay  describing  yourself  and 
what  makes  you  an  “Awesome  Kid."  Send  correspondence,  along 
with  a  recent  photo,  to:  Quest  Editor, 

Illinois  State  Library,  300  S.  Second  Street, 
Springfield,  IL  62701 


GEORGE  H.  RYAN  •  Secretary  of  State  and  State  Librarian 

Kristie  Metrow  and  Catherine  O’Connor,  editors;  David  Brodsky,  graphic  designer  and  illustrator.  Special  thanks  to 
Hanson  Engineers  for  their  photo  of  the  Clark  Bridge.  Printed  by  authority  of  the  State  of  lllinois-GA  785-70M-May  1998. 
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